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342 CALEB CUSH1NG. 

dropping their petals. But Nature drugs the victim of her last ex- 
periment, and her anodyne saves him from the spectacle of his own 
transformation from the strong man up to whom others looked, and on 
whom they leaned, to the helpless invalid whose weakness only pity- 
ing eyes behold, and whose little remnant of life is only prolonged by 
the hourly ministry of gentle and loving hands. 

We look back through these last years of infirmity, and see the 
quick-witted student, the hard-working young physician, the enthusi- 
astic botanist, the accomplished scholar, the eminent practitioner, the 
sententious, finished, and effective writer ; the reformer, who, in a lecture 
of one hour, inaugurated such a change of medical opinion and practice 
as no other essay or work by an American author ever did in this 
country ; the social innovator, who, by his origination of rural ceme- 
teries, has done more for the beauty and health of our whole land than 
perhaps any other one man has ever effected ; the philosopher, who in 
health was the most cheerful as well as one of the most unwearied of 
workers, and who, when the evil days came upon him, in which he 
might have been excused for saying, " There is no pleasure in them," 
bore every burden of infirmity which was laid upon him with more 
than resignation, — with an unfaltering equanimity which makes his 
years of weakness as memorable as those of his strength and activity. 



HON. CALEB CUSHINO, LL.D. 

The Hon. Caleb Cushing, LL.D., died at his residence, in New- 
buryport, Massachusetts, on the 2d of January last. Born on the 17th 
of January, 1800, he was on the verge of completing his seventy- 
ninth year. He was graduated at Harvard University, as the third 
scholar in rank, in the distinguished class of 1817, and remained at 
the University for two years as Tutor in Mathematics and Natural 
Philosophy. He soon afterwards entered on the practice of the law, 
for which he had studied at Cambridge in the mean time. From this 
period, his long life was filled out, almost to the very end, with pro- 
fessional or public labors, and no man of his time has left a record of 
more indefatigable industry. He was the Representative of Newbury- 
port in the Legislature of Massachusetts in 1825, and was repeatedly 
in the service of the State, either as Representative or Senator, in sub- 
sequent years. In 1835 he was elected to the House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, and remained a member of that body, by 
successive elections in the Essex District, until 1843. He was then 
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made Commissions to China, and in that capacity negotiated the first 
Treaty between the United States and the " Celestial Empire." Soon 
after his return home, and when he had again become a Eepresentative 
in the State Legislature, the war with Mexico gave him an opportu- 
nity to gratify his early disposition for military service. He raised a 
regiment of volunteers, mainly at his own expense, and conducted it as 
colonel to the Rio Grande, where he was commissioned a Brigadier- 
General. In 1850, he was Mayor of Newburyport, then recently in- 
corporated as a City. In 1852, he was appointed one of the Associate 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts ; and, after a single 
year of faithful service in that office, he was taken into the Cabinet of 
President Pierce, as Attorney- General of the United States, and held 
that distinguished office for four years. The printed volume of his 
official opinions during that term bears signal testimony to his ability, 
research, and untiring labor. In 1866, he was appointed one of three 
commissioners to revise and codify the laws of the United States. 
Meantime, during the five previous years, he had spent much of his 
time at Washington, and had rendered important aid to more than one 
of the Departments in the difficult questions arising out of the Civil 
War. His last conspicuous service was at Geneva, as one of the coun- 
sel of the United States at the great International Arbitration of " the 
Alabama Claims," where he displayed his accomplishments as a linguist 
by making his argument in the French language. Few Americans 
have exhibited greater versatility, or greater ability, in so striking a 
variety of pursuits and services. As a scholar, as a lawyer, as a 
statesman, as a diplomatist, he has left a mark on our State and Na- 
tional records which cannot be obliterated. As a speaker, a thinker, 
and a writer, too, he has secured for himself no common place among 
the literary men of his period. He was elected Fellow of this Acad- 
emy Nov. 12, 1823. 

SILAS DUBKEE, M.D. 

Silas Durkee, M.D., was born in Hanover, N. H, Nov. 22, 
1798, and died in Boston July 17, 1878, in his eightieth year. He 
graduated in Arts at Dartmouth College, in 1822, and in Medicine in 
1826. He practised his profession in Portsmouth till 1841, when he 
removed to Boston, where he became a prominent practitioner, and 
accumulated quite a property for a medical man. He was a frequent 
contributor to professional journals ; and published two octavo volumes 
on dermatology and allied diseases. These works, one of which 



